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The Dr. Luz Sobong Porter Center of Leadership Excellence in Nursing Inauguration 

On August 29, 2023, Silliman University College of Nursing inaugurated the Dr. Luz Sobong Porter Center 

of Leadership Excellence in Nursing. SUCN in collaboration with SUCNAAI has worked hard to elevate the 

Program of Leadership Excellence in Nursing (PoLEN) to becoming a Center of Leadership Excellence in 

Nursing (CoLEN). The Center became a realization with the Board of Trustees approval in August 2022. 

In 2015 SUCNAAI and SU signed a memorandum of agreement officially and legally recognizing PoLEN.  

PoLEN was designated as the focal program at SU in advancing nursing education, research, and policy 

development for improved health outcomes in the Philippines and ASEAN region (MOU 2015). 

Educational programs were organized to promote leadership and advancement in nursing education and 

clinical practice.  PoLEN contributed to: 

• SU’s Level IV Accreditation status - highest accreditation recognition awarded to an academic 

institution. 

• Designation of SUCN as a Center of Excellence in Nursing Education by the Philippine 

Commission on Higher Education. 

•  Acquisition of substantial USAID grant to support innovative learning strategies for academic 

institutions in the Visayas and Mindanao areas. 

• Staffing of all city health clinics with registered nurses to enhance accessibility to quality health 

care. 

• Life-long-learning - Baliktalent program provided by SUCN alumni from around the globe. 

• Establishment of the Simulation Laboratory and Resource Center and consultancy. 

The above achievements positioned POLEN at the “heart” of nursing and healthcare development at 

the local, regional, and national levels. 

In the Nov 29, 2021, Meeting: 

• Dr. Ben Malayang announced a grant for the establishment of CoLEN given by Dr. Luz 

Porter’s children and the Sobong family. 

The intent to move towards a CoLEN was then initiated. 

CoLEN’s Vision 

•  Optimum health of individuals in the community, country, and ASEAN region through excellent 

leadership of nursing professionals in government, private organizations, and academic 

institutions. 

• SUCNAAI to be a resource and academic support for SUCN as they move forward with their 

vision. 

CoLEN officially approved August 2022 by the Board of Trustees. 
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CoLEN continues to envision signature programs to address the current challenges of health care and 

nursing education and the transformation of nursing education and adaptation to the changing 

landscape in nursing and health care. Beginning endeavors include: 

❖ Expanding the Simulation Laboratory and Resource Center- SLRC. 

❖ Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) and Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) 

program (in collaborations with Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio, 

USA). 

❖ Continue to promote education and research expanding to the Philippine setting and 

ASEAN countries. 

❖ SUCN will be recognized as the leading Center of Leadership and Excellence in Nursing as 

we continue to move forward. 

Founder’s Day Celebration Aug. 29, 2023, dedication ceremony. Memorabilia display of Dr. Luz 

Sobong-Porter’s Life.  

❖ Letter of Dr. Brian Porter (son of the late Dr. Luz Sobong Porter) to SU president regarding a 

sizable amount of donation to assist with CoLEN initiative. A sizable amount of donation the bulk 

of which comes from Dr. Brian Porter’s personal funds and another to come directly from his 

employer, Novartis Pharmaceuticals. This will be given in two years, the end of 2023 and 2024.  

❖  The Center will work on promoting CoLEN’s initiative with financial support from the University, 

work on streamlining, and generating income for future endeavors with the guidance of the 

Program Coordinator and his/her assistant. 

The programs will continue to expand soon and CoLEN will work towards finally becoming an Institute of 

Leadership Excellence in Nursing.  

News: 

The inauguration was attended by the President of the University, Dr. Betty A. McCaan who also serves 

as the Chairperson of the CoLEN Advisory Group. In attendance were members of the Advisory Group: 

Dr. Glenda Arquiza (community), Dr. Anabelle Locsin (SUCNAAI Vice-President and Chair of CoLEN 

SUCNAAI), and Rosario F. Flores (Liaison SUCNAAI & SUCN).  

Dean Theresa Guinoo had organized the inauguration program. A powerpoint presentation depicting 

some aspects of the life of the late Dr. Luz Sobong Poter and former Dean Dalisay Dumalag delivered a 

speech. The family of Dr. Porter was represented by her children Dr. Brian Porter and Carlene Sandella 

RN, both of whom came from the United States to attend this memorable occasion. Others in 

attendance were former Deans and faculty of SUCN, Deans of other Colleges, Nursing Leaders from the 

community, and alumni members. 
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